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Dear Friends,
What better way to be celebrating our 10th birthday year than through a robust summer and fall of
intake and adoptions! Since our start in 2003, we’ve
taken in and adopted out almost 1,000 dogs (and a
few cats). Thank you for making it possible to give
them the lives they would have been denied, simply
because they needed medical care, time to recover
from their past lives, or simply to be noticed.
But you did more than that! You gave them full
medical care — sometimes substantial — and
a solid head-start through DAWG, because we
don’t skimp on “due diligence” to the best of our
ability. That means we interview people before
an adoption and work with them after an adoption — often for months! After all, people don’t
always understand how a dog thinks. Enlightened
adopters use recommended trainers to ease the
transition (bravo to them); however, we are always
available to talk adopters through any necessary
Champ loves
adjustments. Rescued dogs need that final boost
a party!
— and our safety net, if returned — to ensure a
happy future. For sure, DAWG dogs are the luckiest dogs in the world!
We have reduced the number of newsletters we produce each year, but we eventually offer a newsletter that features adoptions, as evidenced by a gallery of adoption pictures. So this edition of DAWG
Tales will be light on words and will portray a
handful of adoptions from the last year. We can’t
include every adoption picture, and certainly win
no prizes for photographic skills, but adopter
and dog smiles unmistakably shine through each
picture!
As 2013 rolls to its end, we ask that you never forget dogs in local shelters, there through
no fault of their own. If you want to “pay
forward” your good fortune by helping them,

please support DAWG directly or through
your work place payroll deduction campaign,
such as the Combined Federal Campaign
(#51169) or America’s Charities. Dogs need
you — desperately!

Sincerely,
Joan Marshall
President
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From Your Dog’s Friend: http://
yourdogsfriend.org/
How to Help Your Dog
This Fall
Fall is my favorite time of year, but,
for many dogs, fall brings more
anxiety than the lazy days of summer. In the fall, parents walk their
dogs to school to pick up their
children; community, school, and
sports events jam the calendar; and
new friends come over to visit or
play. You may have just imagined
a Norman Rockwell painting with
happy children, happy parents and,
of course, happy dogs, except for one
thing: many of our dogs aren’t happy
in these situations, and we don’t even
know it.
What We Do Wrong
and Can Learn to do Right
We tend to see our dog’s behavior
as aggressive or non-aggressive. As
long as our dogs aren’t growling or
biting, we assume that everything
is okay. We take pride in our dogs
if they tolerate the child who hangs
all over them or the stranger who
overwhelms them. Instead of seeing our dogs’ behavior in such black
and white terms, we should recognize that tolerance is not enough;
we should protect our dogs from
undue stress and watch their signals.
Remember that even a good dog
may growl or bite when he has had
enough.
We either don’t understand or
ignore our dogs’ stress signals.
Dogs look away, try to move away,
slightly cower or back up, close their
mouths, lick their lips, change their
breathing, shake off (as if wet) or
continuously yawn. Our dogs are
“talking”, but we aren’t listening.
So, we don’t protect them by helping
them get away from what stresses
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them. Instead of ignoring our dogs’
pleas for help, we need to help our
dogs escape before their frustration
escalates.
We don’t pay attention to what our
dogs are saying until they growl. So,
dogs learn that the only way to get us
to intervene is by growling. Then, we
punish them, even though they have
been trying to communicate with
us from the beginning. Growling is
your dog’s last line of communication. If you take it away, your dog
will go right to biting without a last

“Properly trained, a
man can be a dog’s
best friend.”
—Corey Ford
warning signal. Instead of punishing your dog for growling, figure out
what is making him anxious enough
to growl. Remember that most aggression is rooted in fear.
We assume that because we want our
dogs to like all children, strangers
and new situations, we can force the
issue. But some dogs are uncomfortable around, or even dislike, one or
all three. Exposing them to what
they fear won’t fix the problem. We
can help our dogs by slowly associating what they fear with positive rewards at a comfortable distance, but
we will always have to be alert to our
dogs’ stress level around his “triggers” and manage his environment.
It’s not fair to force our dogs into
situations that make them anxious
just because we want our dogs to be
more accepting than they are.
We take our newly adopted or

fearful dogs to the community fair
or soccer game, where they will be
surrounded by crowds, noise, and
well-meaning but scary people. This
is a recipe for increased anxiety. Let
your dog learn to trust you and then
introduce him to one or two people
at a time. Don’t overwhelm your dog
with more than he can comfortably
handle.
Kids run up to our dogs all the
time and, unless they are teasing the
dog, we assume that the interaction
is good. We turn away and talk to
our friends while children crowd,
pick up, hug, kiss, pat on the head,
and dress up our dogs. Children may
be showing affection, but very few of
our dogs enjoy this way of interacting. Always be aware of what is happening to your dog. Where there are
children, allow them, one at a time,
to ask your dog permission to come
closer by putting out their hand. If
your dog isn’t interested, that’s the
final word.
We take our dogs to events on
retractable leads. Everyone who has
ever tripped on one or watched a dog
on one get in other dogs’ faces while
their human stood right there, raise
your hand. Enough said.
Most of us don’t remember that
dogs and kids are both unpredictable. We leave our dogs loose when
our children’s friends come over.
Our dog may be great with our kids,
but not so much with their friends or
with all the extra noise and running
around the house. When children or
other strangers visit, keep your dog
with you on leash or in a crate with a
favorite toy for most of the visit. You
can supervise their meeting at the
end after all the excitement has died
down.

DAWG Adoption Picture Gallery

Enjoy seeing our former dogs with their proud new adopters!

Alyssa

Buddy, left

Casey
Ava

Charlie, left

Bear Boy
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Charlotte

Daffodil

Dina and Jake

Delaney, right
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Former DAWG dog, Yukon,
and Tango, right

Girly-Girl

Hazel, left

Heath, right
Heather
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Pearl
Inky

I’d give up my pearls for a home
with you!
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Ivy

Jenna

Kris, right

Lila, right
Jackie, right
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Lacy

Melanie

Lady, right

Sunny
Miss Miley
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Midnight and Rex

Riggs

Sasha

Tommy
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Rosa
Darcy
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If you’re lonely, I can make you happy!

Rocky, left

Winston

What We Do Best. . .
This is how four dogs looked when they joined Best DAWG Rescue.

Keefer, found severely
neglected and abused in
his backyard

Howie, left for dead on a
Florida road

Flash, 20lbs under weight Cupcake, almost starved to
when his family dropped death in her home due to
neglect
him off at the shelter

This what they look like today because of your donations—
we were able to save their lives and give them a future.

Please donate so more lives can be saved in 2014!
o $25 o $50 o Other: $ ______ o In (Circle one) memory or honor of: _________________________
Notification to:______________________ Address:____________________________________________
Your name:__________________________________ e-mail/phone #:____________________________
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Keep in touch!
We love to hear from friends
and adopters via notes and
pictures.
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Moving?
If you have moved or are planning on it, please let us
know by emailing us at dawg@dawg-rescue.org.
If you moved over a year ago, the post office is unable to
forward mail and returns it to DAWG. Thanks!

Our grateful thanks to. . . Beltsville PETCO, Potomac Pet Valu, and Laurel
PetSmart for sponsoring our weekly adoption shows; and College Park Animal Hospital and Countryside Kennels, for extraordinary care and services at reduced rates
that help DAWG dogs get well and live well until adopted. We also thank the Outer
Office in Fulton, MD for printing our newsletter.
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Check out our adoptable dogs and DAWG Tales in color at www.dawg-rescue.org

Dogs need help 365 days of the year! Please give and volunteer throughout the year.

