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Dear Friends,
We haven’t put “pen to paper” since before DAWG Day Afternoon,
our annual reunion picnic, last October. The time has flown
and we apologize, especially because we attempt to publish four
newsletters per year. Each issue involves a substantial amount of
time and effort (no donated dollars for production or mailing, of
course), but is secondary to taking in dogs, adoption shows, home
visits and placing dogs…and our personal lives, which also need
attention every now and then! This issue of DAWG Tales will get
you caught up with what we have been doing and then some.
First, we would like to thank you – our donors, adopters and
volunteers – for a great 2008. Because of you, 72 dogs found their
homes, some of whom had been with us for a while and/or were
older. Several dogs went home with a DAWG buddy (i.e., double adoptions),
and we adopted three dogs to one couple over the course of the year! Also
our last Katrina dog went home. If you’re thinking, “You still had a Katrina
dog?” let’s just say he was highly destructive and a handful for quite a while.
I should know; I was his foster mom!
As for dogs you helped us save in 2008, we took in 77 dogs, most of whom
would not be alive today, nor in loving homes, if you didn’t give us the ability
to give these dogs a chance. They were overlooked at shelters for one reason
or another, usually because the shelter budget wouldn’t provide medical care,
but just as often because the public didn’t select them. But we did!
As for this year’s new dogs, we would like to point out a few.
Annie’s former owners cut off her ears, and she had a badly healed leg that had been previously broken. The shelter veterinarian said we could amputate or see a specialist, so we sought
further advice, hoping that we could save Annie’s leg and give her the best quality of life.
The specialist said he that he could save the leg, but it would involve complicated orthopedic
surgery. We gulped and agreed, knowing that
the surgery would cost several thousand dollars.
When Annie was almost healed, we took her
back for what we thought was the final checkup, only to find out that more surgery on the leg
was necessary! We weren’t going to stop now,
so Annie had a second surgery, called a tibial
plateau leveling osteotomy. Annie is on the
mend and will be debuted at her first adoption

show soon. Special thanks to Dr. Prostredny
for providing extraordinary specialty services
at a discount for Annie
Annie wasn’t the only dog to surprise us.
Hanes, who seemed like a typical goofy pup,
began to favor a leg. Oh no! Yes, back to the orthopedic surgeon for this young boy. He’s back
on his feet, and you can tell he’s ready to run.
Be patient, Hanes!

DAWG Day
Afternoon—
next issue will
be devoted
to last year’s
event!
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Cupcake is our latest “special situation” dog.
No surgeries for Cupcake, just food and TLC
for this emaciated cockapoo with huge loving
eyes. Be sure to check her out on our website to
see how Cupcake looked when she arrived. Her
foster mom is our videographer and was on hand
to capture Cupcake’s first moments at our veterinarian’s office.
This issue of DAWG Tales includes an enormous
listing of honorary and memorial gifts given during
and since the holidays, an uplifting message from
Cesar Milan, a heartwarming story of “true love”
with a dash of humor by one of our volunteers, and
of course some recent adoption pictures! Photos
from last year’s DAWG Day Afternoon will be
posted in the next issue.
Speaking of which, we are moving DAWG
Day Afternoon to a new location this year! It
will be at the Cabin John Group Picnic Area
near the junction of the Beltway and I-270
near Montgomery Mall (now called “Westfield
Montgomery”). The date: Sunday, October 11.
If you were at the 2008 DAWG Day Afternoon,
you received a copy of our first DAWG calendar,
featuring many of the best photos sent to us by
adopters (DAWG dogs preferred, but we do not
discriminate!)
Best Dawg Rescue, Inc.
The calendars
were so popular
that we decided
to do it again.
So please
get out your
camera and
catch the silly
and serious
moments of your DAWG and non-DAWG dogs
throughout the year.
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These are just
some of the
faces we want
to see adopted
and featured
in our 2010
calendar!

Send your best photos to:
dawg.photos@gmail.com in minimum
300dpi, jpeg format NO LATER THAN
JUNE 1, 2009.
So on we go. Let us all have a safe and happy
year!
Sincerely,
Joan Marshall
President
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Big Dog
Lifestyles
When I was a child, I was
allowed to have a dog. What I
asked for was a German Shepherd. What I got was a dachshund. It was all my mother
could tolerate and she wisely
took the advice of a shelter
volunteer as she tried to find
the right fit for our household.
However, years later, I
would get my German Shepherd dog.
What I didn’t realize though —is that
life with a big dog
requires that one
learn to live with
their bigness. They
can reach all of the
places that I can
reach—they take
up more space on the couch
and the bed than I do at times.
They don’t really cuddle, they
sort of plop down and sprawl.
You don’t catch them sleeping
in a ball in the sun. They are
trying to find a cool spot on
the kitchen floor and they lay
full-length most of the time.
And by their sheer size, they
take lots of wiping off, they
need lots of attention to make
sure that they don’t knock
things over, or step on things
considered important to their
people. It takes awhile to get
used to the proportionate size
of a big dog in your living
space.
The kitchen became one of
my earliest big dog lessons to
learn. Why my puppy could
touch the burner on the stove
with his nose! Opening the

refrigerator meant he could
peer into the middle shelf inside and help himself if I was
not fast enough. And when
I opened the oven, I would
holler “get back,” for fear that
he would stuff his head inside
just to take a whiff. I learned
not to leave dishes soaking
in the sink because he would
drink the dishwater.
One of my early mistakes,
was leaving a bag of holiday

candy on the counter top,
on top of the toaster oven,
pushed all the way back to
the wall. I went out for dinner
and returned to find only the
cellophane bag left. I panicked. But the woman at the
Emergency Hospital and the
Doggie Poison Control Center
said that because of my dog’s
big size he would be fine. I
should monitor his poop for
the little wrappers to come
out. I breathed a sigh of relief.
Chalk another mistake up to
big dog living, and catching
a break because of a big dog’s
size. I sometimes wonder, why
I can’t seem to get this big dog
lifestyle down to manageable
proportions??
Later in the night, my big
dog touches my left cheek with
his soft muzzle, as he stands

alongside my bed. I recognize
it as a sign that something is
wrong and I turn on the light.
However, he is standing there
wagging his tail and giving
me a goofy grin, almost in
a play bow. He clearly has
something very humorous to
tell me. What is it? I ask him.
He points using his nose.
Up on my pillow case, was
a small unopened holiday
candy, still in the wrapper.
My big dog wants me to see
this. Some where he had hidden this during his earlier
adventure. And now gently
laid it next to my head. I
laugh a hearty belly laugh,
with tears in my eyes. My big
dog gives me these big hearted gestures, making it all
worthwhile. We take a 2:00
am potty break and catch the
moonlight and sounds of the
night together in the freezing
cold. Which by the way, big
dogs love. Yep, I am going
to get this big dog lifestyle
alright, only now I think the
proportions are just fine the
way that they are. D
© Kat Pearthree, 2008

It’s not too late to make New Year’s resolutions,
especially ones you’ll want to keep!
Here are the Dog Whisperer’s (Cesar
Millan’s) suggestions, from his newsletter,
publication date 01/11/2009:
What Your Pet Can Teach You—I am
honored that so many people look to me to
help them enjoy more fulfilling relationships with their dogs, but the truth is that
the dogs themselves have been my teachers.
The most valuable lessons I’ve received have
come from animals. Here are some of the
ways dogs have helped me become a better,
happier, and more-balanced human being.
Live in the moment—People often wonder
how I get such quick results with the dogs I
rehabilitate. The answer is simple: Dogs live
in the moment. They don’t regret the past
or worry about the future. If we can learn
to appreciate and focus on what’s happening in the here and now, we’ll experience a
richness of living that other members of the
animal kingdom enjoy.
Nurture a balanced life—I tell my clients to
follow this simple rule with their dogs: Offer
exercise, discipline, and affection every day.
Do the same for yourself. We humans are
happier if our routines include physical activity, a sense of structure, and the opportunity to give and receive love on a daily basis.
Trust your instincts—Animals don’t care
about words. They recognize that what’s
really going on in any interaction is beneath
the surface. Many of us have lost touch with
this all-important instinctual part of our
natures. By paying attention to nonverbal
cues such as body language and energy, we

Want to help the area
canine blood bank like
DAWG alum, Jagger?
Contact the
Eastern Veterinary
Blood Bank
(www.evbb.com)
1-800-949-BANK.

can learn more about our friends, our loved
ones, and ourselves.
Be direct and consistent in your communication—Many of my clients only intermittently enforce rules, leaving their pets
confused about what is and isn’t acceptable
behavior. Great relationships, no matter
the species, begin with clear and consistent
communication. This is a lesson we should
carry into other areas of our lives—with our
family, our friends, and at work. Remember:
We teach people how to treat us.
Learn to listen—Make the time to lend an
ear to those you love or those who want to
transform their lives. But don’t try to fix
their problems, and don’t take their problems personally, either. A great leader is also
a great follower and knows that everybody
counts.
Don’t hold grudges—There’s a remarkable lack of conflict in dog packs. That’s
because members resolve the situation when
disagreements arise, then move on. Imagine
what our world would be like if we dealt
with our conflicts before they escalated out
of control. Holding onto negative feelings
tends to make them multiply and prevent us
from moving forward.
Live with purpose—When dogs are bored,
they develop issues ranging from anxiety
to aggression. But when given a job and a
way to contribute to the pack’s well-being,
they turn around almost immediately. All
animals—including humans—have an inborn need to work for food and water. Ask
yourself how you can contribute more to
your job, your family, and the world around
you. You’ll feel much better about yourself
if you earn your food and water, too.
Celebrate every day—For a dog, every
morning is Christmas morning. Every
walk is the best walk, every meal is the best
meal, every game is the best game. We can
learn so much by observing the way our
pets rejoice in life’s simplest moments. Take
time every day to celebrate the many gifts
that are hidden in the ordinary events of
your own life. D
Cesar Millan is the author of A Member of
the Family and star of the National Geographic Channel’s “Dog Whisperer.”
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Best Dawg Rescue is a totally
different operation from public
shelters, private shelters and
other rescue organizations.
Here’s why:
We do not. . .
 Support a staff, facility, or in-house clinic. We
are all-volunteer, show dogs at host pet stores (no
charge), and use discounted veterinarian services
as needed. We spend only 2% of donations on necessary administrative expenses!
 Limit a dog’s time with us or believe a dog’s
lack of “social graces” should result in euthanasia,
as some shelters and even private rescue organizations do when they select only the easiest dogs for
adoption.
 Spare necessary medical care, i.e., each dog
is taken care of immediately and appropriately for
quality of life.

Did you know. . .
 Shelters offer a limited number of “adoptable”
dogs (after euthanizing dogs considered unadoptable, including ill and shy or terrified dogs). This
practice, and method of categorizing dogs, does not
accurately tell the full story. (Note, one high-profile
local private shelter supposedly euthanized 70% of
their incoming dogs at one time.)
 Many “no kill” shelters and rescue organizations
euthanize by sending dogs to facilities that euthanize,
or by returning dogs to the original shelter if they no
longer want the dog.
 We have a 100% adoption rate of all dogs we
intake. No dog is euthanized because he/she is

taking too long to adopt, is older or—for example
— doesn’t like cats!
 We ensure a matching home for each dog
by doing home visits with the dog and thorough
follow-up to help adopters get through the (sometimes lengthy) “transition phase” following adoption.

The goal is not how many dogs are
adopted as quickly as possible, but
how well we adopt each dog.
The road ahead in 2009 may be the quintessential bumpy ride. We wouldn’t be in this line of
work if we weren’t tenacious as well as optimistic,
but we are concerned about donations given the
current economy and that we have spent so much
this year already on unexpected but necessary
surgeries. We ask that you continue to keep us in
your thoughts and to support us when you can. In
fact, please ask friends and family to do the same.
No matter what is going on in the world, people
have big hearts. Thank you for yours!

Donations by check can be
made to:
BEST DAWG RESCUE
PO Box 34213
Bethesda, MD 20827
Or we accept credit card donations via
Networkforgood.org.
If an honorary or memorial gift, be sure to
provide the details, especially if you wish that we
notify someone about your gift.

SMILES FROM THOSE WE HAVE SAVED WITH YOUR HELP!
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DAWG Adoption Gallery

Enjoy recent pictures of our dogs with their new adopters!

Daisy and Buddy, now Sunny and Shelby
Bernie

Daisy (middle)

Breyer

Angel

George (left) joins Travis and Brenda, former DAWG dogs

Demi, now Demitasse
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Jolly

Laddie

Kyle

Lulu
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Gumbo (left) and Lady Grace (Right)

Mac (right)

Mandy

Mitzi

Miley

Princess

Patty

Nina

Quincy (left)
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Rascal

Serenity

Sheba
Sparkle (right)

Toby (right)
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Simba (right)

HONORARY AND MEMORIAL DONATIONS
We thank all of you who have given contributions to honor or remember loved ones.
Giving tribute this way may be how the honored or remembered one would best wish to “pay it forward.”
Memorial donations

Honorary donations

My sweet and gentle Hannah, by Heather Janules
Butter, by April O’Neill
Bailey, by Eileen Cimbolic
Robert Flynn, Missy and Faith, by Leon and Linda Marie
Scovitch
Sasha, formerly Willa Mae who went to Rainbow Bridge
almost a year ago and who we continue to miss every
day, by Brian, Diane and Ashley Waak
Danny and Sancho, by Pamela Bilik and Fernando
Marra-Lopez
Sophie Calnen, by Joseph and Leeann Preller
Squirt, by Luanne Seipp
My beloved Lab, Maggie, who was the best kind of person
in a dog suit, by Charlee Hardy
Honey Freedman, by Frank Rothschild
Gemma, Noble, and Nile by Necole Coller
Sophie, by Bonnie Hurwitz
Chocolate, by Kathy Rodeffer
Rusty, by Marie Drom
Munchkin, by Karen and Carol Wettstein
Jasmine, our beloved dog, by Michelle Donnelly
Carl S. Lochte, by Byrl and Sarah Hendler
Heidi-Jo, by Jacquelyn Whitte and Matthew Beckley
Pumpkin, Marigold, Fennel and Birch, by Karen Calabrese
Bonnie and Sammy, rescues now in doggie heaven,
by Sharon Lott
Misty, by Brian and Donna Almquist
HerDog, by Eddie and Christine Suiter
Our beloved dog, Cal Ripken, by Susan Behm
Yoshi, by the Simpson family
Patricia Bernstein, by Paul and Marla Hewitt
Parsla, by Edite Abolins
Mitzi, by Georgia Niedzielko
Roxy, simply the best dog in the world, by Jane Lawton
Mary Seale, by Joanne Goldman
Cosi, by Julia Marshall

Sundance and Boagie, by Angie and Brian McCluskey
Our best dogs Yogi and Lilly, by Ilene Pollack
Rosie, by Kathy Weber, her mommy!
Olivia, formerly Twinkie, by Howard Shapiro
and Shirley Brandman
Mickey, by Eileen Cimbolic (“I love him and I thank you!”)
Katie Bug, by Dom and Meg Perella
BJ and Duke, by Doug and Michele Krebs
Marley, the best dog ever, by Kim Striker
All the Crown family pets, by Jennifer Crown
Amy Greenebaum and Steve Burwen on their marriage,
by Ziona and Tom Swigart
Honor of Skylar’s friends, by Howard and Serena Weisman
Joan Marshall and Henry on his 10th birthday,
by Iris Rainone
Maisie and the power of the pack!, by Dianne Thompson
and Robert Kengle
Radar, by Anna Bryan
Joan Marshall, for selecting us to be Mandy’s parents,
by Bruce and Toni Immerman
Mac, by Karen Bleakley
Ms. Hankie, by Janet Jacobs
Liesel, by Bonnie Klem
My Best Dawg friend, Ziggy, by Sharon Lott
Oreo on her second adoption anniversary,
by Dorothy Filbert
In gratitude to the wonderful people and work of Best
Dawg Rescue, from Bonnie Hurwitz and John Desantis
The wonderful people who make Best Dawg Rescue
possible, by Barbara and Bob Awtrey
Bernie, by John and Cindy Sargeant
Joan Marshall, for all the work she does to save all
these dogs, by Anthony and Kathy Kress
Cocoa, now Bella. Thank you for saving her;
she is such a joy!, by Celeste Hart
Macey, formerly Goldie, by Jen Murphy
Shelby, a wonderful addition to our family,
by Charles and Denise Goepel
Rosie Wood, formerly “Amy Rae,” by Mary Martha Wood
Max, by Anne Stepan
Buddy and Best Dawg Rescue for finding him,
by Barbara Hirsch
Rufus, by Neal Schmitt
Stephanie Levis, by Glen and Lydia Levis
Patricia and Michael Hall, by Gerard Whitmore
Linda Collyer, by Philip Collyer

Special thanks to those who donated to help Mattie
the cat, who died of her injuries:
Marilyn Ridley, Suzanne Arnold, Amy Pergosky, Jessica
Milstead, John Sargeant, Mala Tominack, Angela Gore,
and Gabrielle Williams.
And a special tribute to Morna, now surrounded by
beloved animals on Rainbow Bridge. We won’t forget
you, nor Puff, Garnet, Andy and Felicity, our former
dogs who have joined you.
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Don’t forget to send
your dog’s “pin-up” photographs
to dawg.photos@gmail.com by
July 1st in order to be considered the
2010 DAWG calendar!
Our grateful thanks to. . . Beltsville PETCO and White Flint PetSmart
for sponsoring our weekly adoption shows; and College Park Animal Hospital,
Preston Country Club for Pets and Countryside Kennels, for extraordinary
care and services at reduced rates that help DAWG dogs get well and live well
until adopted. We also thank the Outer Office in Fulton, MD for printing our
newsletter.

Best Dawg Rescue, Inc.
PO Box 34213,
Bethesda, MD 20827
301-407-BEST
www.dawg-rescue.org
Medical Director: Joan Marshall
Application Review Director:
Joanne Goldman
Marketing/Communications
Director: Joanne Goldman
Photograper: Jim Thomas
Videographer: Suzanne Arnold
Volunteer Manager: Mary Lynn
Ritzenthaler
2009 Board of Directors
President: Joan Marshall
Vice President: Moira Gingery
Secretary: Karen Eskew
Treasurer: Joanne Goldman
Member-at-Large: Judy McClain
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PO Box 34213
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Check out our adoptable dogs and DAWG Tales in color at www.dawg-rescue.org

THANK YOU, CFC donors, for generously selecting Best Dawg Rescue #51169!

