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Summer 2008

Dear Friends,

Mark Your Calendars
Is it possible that we are half-way through 2008? In many respects, our
for Dawg Day
lives in rescue work are measured by the 52 shows through the year—sort
Afternoon
of like “dog years!”
Reunion
and Picnic
Since our last newsletter, we have been very successful, with over two
adoptions per week. Doesn’t seem like much to you? It is when you realize
what it takes to adopt each dog! We take dogs to weekly shows until we
think we have a good application and match for them, then take them on
home visits and orient the prospective adopters while there, and finally
place the dogs. We have occasionally mentioned the “impressive” medical
expenses related to each dog; but the investment of TIME in each dog is
equally sizeable. These days, our volunteers are to be commended for their
personal contribution of gas expenses as well. No one complains!
October 12, 2008
This issue of DAWG Tales takes us into the summer, with timely safety
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and health warnings throughout. Of course, we always include pictures of
our most recent adoptions, no doubt the highlight!
Lastly, be sure to mark your calendar as we now have a date for DAWG Day Afternoon 2008:
October 12. It’s not as far away as you think! We will send our flyer /invitation right after Labor Day.
DAWG Day Afternoon is a reunion picnic with entertainment for dogs, kids and adults who wish
to stay in touch, meet and show off lucky DAWG dogs. After a hot summer, a picnic on a (hopefully)
crisp autumn day in a gorgeous park where you can bring your dog or dogs is a great way to spend
an afternoon!
Have a safe and enjoyable summer, and let us know how you shared it with your dog!

4th Annual

Sincerely,
Joan Marshall
President

The Perils of Running Free—
Web posting in May, 2008
My older Newf, Bella was drowned by beavers
on Monday. I need everyone to know how dangerous beavers can be to dogs.
I took Bella & Gracie for a walk in the rain at
about 12:30 on the Rock Creek Trail. No one was
around so I let them run, but wouldn’t let them go
swimming because the water was so high. They

were running & playing along the trail, having a
great time when they spotted something & took off.
I thought it was probably a squirrel so I didn’t call
them back. Next thing I knew, Gracie had jumped
into the water with Bella right behind her. I yelled
for them but they ignored me while they pursued a
beaver across the creek.
Gracie was closest to it and it stopped and smacked
the water with its tail to warn her off but she kept
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coming. I heard a splash and there were 3 beavers
in the water, all headed for Gracie. I had been
yelling for the dogs, and Bella had turned and was
coming back towards me. The beavers were in a
semi-circle around Gracie, basically herding her
towards the dam. She was on the far side of the
creek and got sucked under the fallen trees. Bella
had turned back towards the beavers but was still
in the middle of the creek. They turned towards
her and she turned back towards me but was
fighting the current. By that time I had jumped
into the water and was screaming at the beavers
to try to distract them. I had a large stick in my
hand to beat them off and was holding on to the
trees, moving towards the middle, calling to Bella.
I could see she was exhausted; they had herded
her back to the dam, about 6 ft away from me.
The beavers all submerged and 2 seconds later she
went under. She didn’t come back up, but after a
few minutes they did, swimming towards me. I
was slapping the water with the stick and trying to
move myself back along the trees to shore.
By that time 2 runners had heard me screaming and were screaming for me to get out of the
water. One jumped in and dragged me out, while
the other threw sticks at the beavers, who backed
off. I thought both dogs had drowned, but one
of the runners saw Gracie coming up the trail towards us. I called for Bella for at least a half hour,
trying to see if maybe she was trapped in an air
pocket in the dam. There was no sign of her and I
couldn’t hear her whine or bark. I finally gave up.
I went home to shower because my teeth were
chattering and to leave Gracie, then went back to
try to find some sign of life. A friend happened to
be there walking his dogs and went back to help me
look. He crawled out onto the dam, trying to find
her. After a while, we both agreed she was gone.
I filed a missing dog report at area dog shelters
and have walked the creek everyday since but
have not recovered her body. She was chipped,
and had her license & ID tags on her collar, so I
hope someone will find her and call me.
There is one thing that I would like everyone
to do. Please, get the word out. Tell everyone you
know about this and ask them to tell people so
that this doesn’t happen to another dog. Not many
people know how dangerous beavers are to dogs
—even my vet didn’t. If they can drown a 110 lb
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Newfie, who was an exceptional
swimmer with amazing stamina, they can drown any dog.
Beavers can hold their breath
for 15 minutes, so the dog
doesn’t really have a chance
once it is pulled beneath the
water. People need to know
to leash their dogs if they see
any signs of beaver activity in
the area. It only takes a second
for a dog to spot a beaver &
give chase. Once the dog is in
the water, the beavers have an
unbeatable advantage.

I am heartbroken and will
have to learn to live with these
horrific images. My sweet girl
was much loved and will be
forever missed.
Editor’s note: Beavers aren’t the
only form of wildlife that will
confront a dog or a dog will
chase, with potentially perilous
consequences to the dog or the
wildlife, if injured or killed. As
importantly, Bella would be
alive if her owner had kept her
dogs on leash while in the park.

Car rides! Dogs love them.
Just remember these safety tips:
➤ You can never leave a dog in a car when it’s warm
outside. Cars heat up quickly, even with the windows
cracked! Dogs have less tolerance of heat than humans,
and irreversible heat stroke can happen quickly. Even if
you leave the air conditioner running, car computers will
turn off air conditioning after a while, blasting the car
interior with heat instead of cool air.
➤ Dogs love to put their heads out the window. What’s
wrong with that? Remember that the same pebbles and
debris that can crack your windshield can blind or injure
your dog.
➤ If a dog steps on an unlocked automatic window
control, the dog can be strangled through an ascending
window or jump through a descending window.
➤ A crate or a special harness that connects to the seat
belt will keep your dog restrained in case of a sudden stop
or collision.

Top 10 pet poisoning
insurance claims for 2007—
according to a VPI (Veterinary Pet
Insurance) survey:
1. Drug reactions (3,455 claims): most of
these claims were a result of owners giving
their pet a medication intended for human
consumption.
2. Rodenticides (870 claims): people need to
remember that rat poisons are baits; they
are made to be attractive to animals, and
pets will sometimes go to great lengths to
get at the rat poison.
3. Methylxanthine (755 claims): this class of
compounds includes theobromine and caffeine, both components of chocolate, which
is toxic to pets.
4. Plant Poisoning (466 claims): many household and garden plants are toxic to pets,
and many plant products, such as raisins,
grapes and onions are also toxic.
5. Household Chemicals (313 claims) : bleach,
carpet cleaning products, even toiletries or
other personal products may be chewed or
ingested by curious pets. Please “pet proof”
all areas where these items are stored.
6. Metaldyhyde (88 claims): this is the chemical name for snail and slug bait, and like
rat poison, it is a tasty, deadly treat for pets
who try it.
7. Organophosphate (60 claims): this is a
class of insecticides that works by inactivating the nerve function of insects and pets.
Pets can be poisoned after ingesting this
compound or absorbing through the skin.
Please read all labels carefully, use only as
directed, and safely dispose of containers.
8. Toad Poisoning (58 claims): some species of toads along the US Gulf Coast are
extremely toxic and secrete a potentially lethal toxin when they feel threatened. Dogs
may also become poisoned after licking
these toads. To reduce this risk, monitor
pets when outside as much as possible.
9. Heavy metals (48 claims): just like children, pets may be exposed to heavy metals
by eating lead-based paint, copper pennies

Commandments of Dog Ownership
My life is likely to last 10–15 years.
Any separation from you will be very painful.
Give me time to understand what you want from me.
Place your trust in me; it is crucial for my well-being.
Don’t be angry with me for long and don’t lock me up
as punishment.
You have your work, your friends, your entertainment.
I only have you!
Talk to me. Even if I don’t understand your words. I
understand your voice when it’s speaking.
Be aware that however you treat me, I’ll never forget it.
Before you hit me, remember I have teeth that could
easily bite you, but I choose not to because I love
you.
Before you scold me for being lazy or uncooperative,
ask yourself if something might be bothering me.
Perhaps I’m not getting the right food,
I’ve been out in the
sun too long, or my
heart may be getting old and weak.
Take care of me
when I get old. You
too will grow old.
Go with me on difficult journeys. Never
say “I can’t bear to
watch it” or “Let it
happen in my absence.” Everything
is easier for me if
you are there.

or via other sources such
as contaminated soil, seafood, or water sources.
10. Antifreeze (36 claims):
antifreeze tastes sweet

and spills or leaks under
cars may attract pets.
Clean up all spills immediately, as antifreeze is
highly toxic.
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It’s Baaacck…
Leptospirosis, a contagious disease affecting both animals and humans and
spread by infection with a bacterial pathogen called Leptospira, may result in
chronic liver and kidney disease and fatality in a dog. Over the past 30 years, preventative vaccination against two of the most common strains nearly eradicated
clinical disease associated with these strains among the inoculated population.
In recent years, however, new outbreaks of Leptospirosis have been reported in
the population of vaccinated dogs.
Leptospira thrive in spring and autumn when wet soil conditions and moderate temperatures support their otherwise poor environmental survivability.
Infection by contact with infected urine or ingestion of urine-contaminated
water is the most common means of transmission of the disease. A serovar
(a grouping of micro-organisms) infects the dog as a maintenance host, using
the dog to carry out most, if not all of its life cycle. Under these conditions, the
kidneys of the infected dog become the “breeding” grounds for the serovar, some
of which will be shed in the urine where they may gain access to other dogs and
continue the infectious cycle.
During the first 4–12 days following infection with Leptospira, the dog may
experience sudden symptoms of fever (103-105oF), depression, vomiting, loss
of appetite, conjunctivitis, and generalized pain. Within 2 days of the onset
of these primary symptoms, body temperature may drop suddenly and there
may be a noticeable increase in thirst. A definite change in the color of the
dog’s urine and/or jaundice is often noticed and may be the only indication of
disease. Additionally, frequent urination and subsequent dehydration (uremia) are consistent with invasion of the kidney and usually present within a
few days of the primary symptoms. In
advanced cases of infection, profound
depression, difficulty breathing, muscular tremors, bloody vomiting and feces are often observed as the infection
progresses to include the liver, gastrointestinal system and other organs.
If your veterinarian has indicated
that leptospirosis has been detected
where you live or vacation, please
consider getting your dog vaccinated

against this potentially fatal disease.
Diseases associated with bacterial
organisms, such as leptospirosis,
require yearly vaccines. Although all
vaccines can cause reactions, annual
re-boostering against bacterial diseases when a dog is at risk should continue despite discontinuation of yearly
vaccination against viral diseases, such
as distemper for which a blood titer is
recommended to confirm continued
immunity. For an overview
of health problems associated with over-vaccination
“Man is troubled by what might
(vaccinosis), see the Winter
2008 issue of Dawg Tales at
be called the Dog Wish, a strange
www.dawg-rescue.org.

and involved compulsion to be as
happy and carefree as a dog.”

—James Thurber
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Source: http://www.
labbies.com/lepto.htm

Two poison
warnings—
Dr. Michael Fox:
As little as one gram
of the artificial sweetener
Xylitol can kill a
20-pound dog. This sugar
substitute, used widely in
baked goods, gum, and
prepared foods, stimulates
insulin release and hypoglycemia (when bloodsugar levels crash), and the
subsequent liver damage
can be fatal. Early poisoning signs include vomiting, staggering, convulsions and coma. Carefully
check product labels and
keep anything containing Xylitol well away from
dogs and other pets.
Lawn and garden chemicals can cause cancer and
neurological problems.
These chemicals are also
in pet foods that aren’t
certified organic. Some pet
food ingredients, such as
wheat and corn, can cause
seizures in dogs. Often
called idiopathic epilepsy
(seizures of unknown
causes), this malady requires a holistic response,
including attention to dietary ingredients, routine
use of veterinary medications and the judicious use
of anti-seizure drugs such
as phenobarbital, potassium bromide and valerian,
especially when seizures
become more frequent.

Jazz and Logan’s reunion would have never
happened if not for a bag of Cheetos! by Brett and Sarah
Little did we realize our visit to Petco in the
summer of 2006 would bring us together with
our future best friend. Curled up on a volunteer’s lap, Logan (better known to many as
Beau), seemed very shy. Rightfully so, since that
was his first adoption show. Sarah fell in love
with him from the start. I, on the other hand,
was a bit hesitant. ‘Feed him some Cheetos,’ said
the volunteer, figuring we may warm up to one
another. And we did.
There was one small snag. Logan suffered
from a heart condition requiring major surgery. If the adoption went through, we would
welcome Logan into our home post-operation.
After much thought, we concluded the risks of
heart surgery and follow-up care were overshadowed by the opportunity to bring such a warm,
sweet dog into our home.
In August 2006, a bandaged Logan spent his
first night at his new home.
That first year, Sarah, Logan and myself made
quite the trio. Vacations to the beach, road trips

Logan

Jazz

Dr. Jeffrey Levy, DVM
“Have you ever wondered why some dogs and
cats have severe flea problems, while others
are hardly bothered by the little pests?
Fleas can be viewed as an indicator of an
animal’s general health. Parasites in general,

along the Northeast to visit
family (human and dog) and
making plenty of new friends.
One day, after all our travels,
we wondered what became of
Logan’s sisters, Jazz and Julep.
For a little background, the
three of them were rescued
from New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.
Julep, we learned, found her
family. Jazz, meanwhile, was
still looking.
At the annual Dawg Rescue
picnic, we pursued a reunion
between Logan and Jazz further. We scheduled their first
get-together weeks later. Their
first play date went wonderfully. As weird as it sounds, it
seemed as if they remembered
each other, or least felt some
connection to the
other. With help

from Dawg and additional
visits, we decided it was time to
expand to a family of four.
Three months have passed,
and brother and sister get
along as you’d expect. They
wrestle over toys. They playfully fight over attention and
treats. They love to share the
same space whether for sleeping or to look out the window
for visitors.
We regret to report that
since his operation, Logan’s
condition has regressed to
its pre-surgery state. Instead
of additional surgery, Logan
takes medication each day
and his activity is monitored
closely so he doesn’t overexert himself. However, since
Jazz has returned to his life,
he has some new pep in his
step (which seems hard to believe considering his penchant
for dancing).
The expansion of our family has had its ups and downs,
but the love and joy that
Logan and Jazz have brought
to us has been worth it. We
are grateful to Dawg Rescue
(and that bag of Cheetos!) for
opening the door toward welcoming the two of them into
our home.

and fleas in particular, are most attracted to
the weak, unhealthy, or very young animal
whose immune system is not functioning
well. The long-term solution to a flea problem
is to reduce your pet’s susceptibility to fleas by
improving his/her health.”
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HONORARY AND MEMORIAL DONATIONS A wonderful way to honor or
remember a loved one or pet is through a donation to give dogs a chance at the life they deserve.
Honorary and memorial donations are listed in DAWG Tales on a quarterly basis.
HONOR

MEMORY

Marcia Brier, by Rickey Paden
Slinky, the Best DAWG ever!, by Mary and Gary Seale
Amy and Aaron Lubick, by Kathleen Ludwig
Karen Eskew and Snickers, by Sara Martin

Snickers, by Karen Eskew
Maggie, by Charlee Hardy
Acadia, by Danielle Verrill
Lark, by Warren Richardson
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Snickers

“We give
d ogs time
we
ca n sp a re
, sp a c e w e
ca n sp a re
a n d l ove
we
ca n sp a re
. An d in
re tu rn, d og
s give u s t
h e ir
a ll . It ’s t
h e b e st de
al
ma n h a s
e ve r m a de
.”
—M .Fa c
kl a m

PLEASE HELP!
DAWG's medical expenses have been extraordinary in 2008! We have
spent over $31,000 for discounted veterinarian services to help dogs recover
from serious but treatable injuries and diseases to date. That's about 75% of
our total budget for the year.
Whether dogs needed life-saving medical treatment, such as for Amy and
Corey (adopted); heartworm treatment, such as for Mallory and Dylan (adAmy
opted); renal, liver, blood and other disorder treatments, (for Dylan again);
orthopedic surgeries, such as for Penny and Hal (who also had heartworm
treatment); or scabies treatment, such as for Pippin (adopted) and Poet, we were able to say "yes!"
when the shelter called to plead for these dogs' lives.

But no longer.
Of course we also take in dogs with normal medical needs, who often require several weeks' boarding at our animal hospital recovering from respiratory ailments contracted at the shelter, later to be
vaccinated, spayed or neutered. We will have to sharply curtail intake of dogs such as these as well,
so that we have enough of our budget left to serve current dogs until adopted.
We are just a small, private organization dedicated to helping dogs who have no options. We do
part of the work; you do the other with financial support. If there is any way to help beyond what you
have done for us already, please send a credit card donation via networkforgood.org or a check to
Best Dawg Rescue, PO Box 34213, Bethesda, MD 20827.

Thank you!
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DAWG Adoption Gallery

Blake

Cinnamon

Cory

Dylan

Dakota

Travis (left) and Brenda (right)
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Maximus (right)

Mallory (right)

Rosie

Prince

Sprite
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Olivia

Sundance (left) and Leo (right)

Taylor

Woody

Pippin (left), Baby (center) and Stuart Little (right)

Summer Hazards for Dogs
• If your dog spends time outside, make sure he/

and fireworks. Provide a safe secure location

she has a shady spot to provide protection from

indoors for your dog so that he/she will not bolt

the sun and plenty of fresh water. If it’s too hot

in fear in response to such sounds. Frightened

outside for you, it’s also too hot for your dog.

dogs can run many miles from home very quick-

• Many dogs become extremely agitated and

ly and can be hit by a car or be exposed to other

frightened by the sounds of thunderstorms

dangers. They may never make it back home.
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Silent Auction contributions are now
being accepted for Dawg Day Afternoon

DAWG TALES—Published
by Best Dawg Rescue,
Inc. (DAWG)

Popular items include tickets to professional sporting events
(Nationals, Orioles, Redskins, Ravens); electronics or tech
gadgets (dvd players, game systems,
mp3 players, etc.); gift certificate to
chain stores or restaurants,
and anything dog-related.
If you would like to
donate, please e-mail
dawg@dawg-rescue.org

A nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to rescuing
and adopting overlooked and
medically needy animals in
the Washington D.C. metropolitan area.

4th Annual

Our grateful thanks to. . . Beltsville PETCO and White Flint PetSmart
for sponsoring our weekly adoption shows; and College Park Animal Hospital,
Best DAWG
Rescue
Inc.Club
• www.dawg-rescue.org
Preston
Country
for Pets and Countryside Kennels, for extraordinary
care and services at reduced rates that help DAWG dogs get well and live well
until adopted. We also thank the Outer Office in Fulton, MD for printing our
newsletter.
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Check out our adoptable dogs and DAWG Tales in color at www.dawg-rescue.org

Don't forget Best Dawg Rescue (DAWG) #51169
in this year's Combined Federal Campaign!

