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Hi, Everyone,
Ready for fall? Adoptions tend to be slower through the summer, so we are ready for
adopters to find their new DAWG dogs now that Labor Day has come and gone! However, we’ve sent a lot of dogs home this year: 59 to date, a good number given the work
and time that goes into each one. As for new dogs, we have taken in 62 dogs in 2011 (a
good balance with our adoptions). As you know, we take in as many shelter dogs as possible when shelters are overloaded, particularly during holidays and the summer. By the
end of summer we don’t have much left in our budget and are preparing to ask you to
help save shelter dogs in 2012 through our holiday appeal. So if you are feeling generous,
please send a donation early and save a shelter dog’s life.
Happy birthday to us! Eight years and approximately 800 dogs later, we celebrated
Flash
this milestone at two adoption shows, where our dogs partied with enthusiasm (well, some
were bothered by that “thing” on top of their heads)! We thank you, our donors and adopters, and especially our extraordinary volunteers who give up sleeping in on Saturdays to give our dogs a chance to be
chosen at our weekly adoption shows.
Want something to do this fall? Check out Your Dog’s Friend’s schedule of workshops and classes
to fine-tune your relationship with your dog (http://www.yourdogsfriend.info/). Consider your dog’s
mind as an adventure, and enjoy the ride!
Big news: Cookie, our house-fire survivor, is adopted. See her picture on page 4! How fitting that
Cookie went home to a nurse “mom” and firefighter “dad” (with two children). We are grateful to many
people for saving the life of our wounded “little brown dog.” Special kudos to our volunteer, Kathy, who
showed Cookie how to be a dog in a family (while
tending to Cookie’s wounds). We understand
Cookie will embark on a career of her own as an
ambassador to children who have been burned!
Because this late summer issue of DAWG
Tales is our “fun” edition, we’re going to take
you back in time with some pictures from last
year’s adoptions that didn’t make it into 2010
newsletters. Enjoy the “blast from the past,”
as well as a few of our 2011 adoption pictures.
Also, don’t forget to send a current picture of
your DAWG dog to dawg.photos@gmail.com so
we can post it on our website’s “DAWG Pics!”
Good reading: Fall evenings are perfect for
walking, which is why we’ve included two articles
in this newsletter to help you have a more enjoyable walk with your dog. We also included a brief
article about resource guarding, a common and

correctable problem if you nip it in the bud!
Lastly, workplace giving campaigns are about
to be launched. These campaigns offer employees
the convenience of contributing to charities by deducting a designated amount from their paychecks.
If you work for a government entity (federal, state
or local), please be sure to promote us in this fall’s
Combined Federal Campaign (#51169). Other,
similar campaigns include TRUiST/United Way
and American Charities, which are geared to the
private sector. We welcome speaking engagements
and slots at “charity fairs” where we can promote
DAWG. Almost one-half of our annual revenue
comes from workplace campaigns, so be sure to
inquire where you work!
Sincerely,
Joan Marshall, President
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Lunging on a Leash:
The Truth Behind
the Mystery

during that time, they can
have difficulties responding
appropriately to other dogs.
Unsocialized dogs don’t know
how to act around other dogs,
so they engage in behaviors
such as pulling on the leash,
barking, or lunging to get at
an approaching dog.

Posted June 22, 2011
by Canine Good Citizen
If there’s one thing that will ruin a
peaceful walk with a dog on a leash,
it is when the dog lunges at other
dogs or people. To get a solution,
it helps to understand the causes of
lunging. Here are some of the common causes.
Fearful dogs. Dogs that are
afraid of other dogs will sometimes
lunge and bark when on leash.
This is most often the case with
small dogs that put on loud, disruptive displays in the form of raucous barking. These are dogs that,
through their barking and lunging
on the leash, are saying “I’m afraid.
If I make a lot of noise and jump at
you, you will be scared and not try
to hurt me.”
Dogs that are protective of
their owners. Some dogs are
protective and take exception to
anyone or any other dog coming
near their owners. Such a dog will
bark and make an assertive attempt
to get between his owner and the
approaching dog. This is often
seen when a dog lives with only one
person in a household, many times
a female who may have unintentionally reinforced protective behaviors.
A noisy dog that wants to
play. Some dogs that bark and
pull on their leashes may look scary,
but they are simply barking out of
excitement. These are dogs that
desperately want to play. Particularly when dogs are larger and have the
accompanying louder, deeper barks
of larger dogs, the canine communication version of “Let’s play! Chase
me!” can be mistakenly interpreted
as a precursor to aggression. Once
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Out for a Walk:
Don’t (Let Your
Dog) Be a Drag!
Posted March 20, 2011
by Canine Good Citizen

they get excited and wound up,
these dogs can be a challenge to
manage if they have had no training
and do not respond to instructions.
Dogs that are not socialized.
For many species, there is a critical
period of socialization when young.
If dogs are not exposed to new
experiences, people, and other dogs

Most people who will be
bringing a new dog into their
household automatically envision themselves taking the dog
for a walk. My neighbor was
no different. He said, “Well,
Mary, I’ve decided to get a dog.
I found a pretty little Aussie
that a rescue group has and
by next week when you look
out your window, you’ll see us
walking by.”
Sure enough, a few days
later, I looked out the window
and saw a beautiful tri-color
Australian Shepherd being
walked on a leash. More accurately, she was pulling on a
leash, and my friend Bill was
holding on for dear life as he
tried to keep up with this powerful, athletic dog.
I shook my head and went
back to work. The next day,
same time, same station, there went
Bill, flying down the street at the
end of the leash. And then, a few
days later, I saw Bill walking with
no dog. I went out to the street
and asked him if his dog was okay.
Sheepishly, he admitted the dog was
fine. “She gets plenty of exercise

in the back yard, but it’s just a lot
of trouble to walk her because she
pulls so much.”
Here’s an easy fix for a dog who
pulls on the leash-the general
idea is if the dog pulls, you stop
and wait a few seconds, then start
again. If the dog pulls again, stop
and wait. The behavioral concept
here is Time Out. The reinforcer for
the dog is walking, moving forward
and getting access to sights and
smells. By stopping, you send the
message to the dog, “If you are going
to pull, we aren’t going anywhere.”
The steps to this solution are:
1. When your dog starts to pull,
stop.
2. Stand still. Don’t move forward
with the dog.
3. Wait. The dog will pull, but eventually she’ll stop.
4. When she stops pulling, praise

her and move forward.
If she pulls again, repeat
the procedure.
We did this with Bill’s
Aussie. In only about 5 trials, she was walking nicely
by his side.
Note: When you walk your
dog, you should have two
kinds of walks, one where
you tell the dog, “Let’s go,”
(or in obedience, “heel”)
and the other type of
walk which is basically a
“free dog” condition. In
the “free dog” condition,
the dog should not be
allowed to drag you, but
you can let the dog sniff
and explore new objects.
Sometimes, even dogs
need to take time to smell
the roses.

That’s Mine: How to Prevent Your Dog from Food Guarding
Posted on August 22, 2011 by Canine Good Citizen
The call came to me from the director of an assisted living facility. An
elderly resident had a Pekingese that
had started snapping at her over food.
If the situation couldn’t be resolved,
the older dog was going to be taken to
a shelter and the elderly woman was
going to lose her beloved companion.
The dog was engaging in what trainers call “resource guarding,” which
can be the guarding of food, toys,
one’s bed, or any other prized possession. We were able to fix the problem,
so this story had a happy ending, but
not all of them do.
Even though we feed our dogs
plenty of food and treats each day,
by nature, many dogs will defend or
guard their food. One theory is that

because dogs often had to fight to
eat in the wild, the need to protect
food items is innate. While this
behavior is undesirable in a family
pet, it can be prevented. Here are
some tips to help prevent food
guarding in your dog.
• People give, not take. You will
want to reinforce early on that a
person approaching your dog’s food
bowl means something good, not
that his food will be taken away.
Every so often when your puppy is
eating, walk over to him and drop a
tasty treat in his bowl. This will let
him know that you are not coming
to take his valuable food away.
• Be consistent with feeding. Don’t
leave your dog’s food out all day.

This can increase the likelihood that
he will begin protecting the food.
Instead, feed him the amount of food
recommended by the veterinarian.
• Let your dog eat in peace. Dogs
shouldn’t be bothered while they
are eating. To prevent any problems from occurring, feed your
dog in an area away from children
and other animals. If you have
more than one dog eating at the
same time, make sure there is space
between each of them.
• Teach your children that dogs
should be left alone when they’re
eating or chewing a bone. If your
dog has developed a problem with resource guarding, you may need some
help from an experienced trainer.
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DAWG Adoption Picture Gallery
Enjoy seeing our former dogs with their proud adopters from 2010–2011!

Babe

Atticus

Aiden

Cookie

Cinnamon
4

Best DAWG Rescue • Summer/Fall 2011

Blizzard

Molly B

Crystal and Flash

Oliver

Recommended
reading on the topic
of over-vaccination
and its potential
impact on your dog:

Travis

www.dogsadverse
reactions.com/science
VaccineDamage.html
and
www.dogsnaturally
magazine.com/purduevaccination-studies
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Dandy

Colby

Faith

Hanes
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Bruce

Doodle

Diesel

Joey

Jack

Laurel
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Luke

Greeley

Maxx

Roxxy

Sarah Kate
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Tasha

Levi

Mercy

Ripley

Tramp

Oliver Hardy
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I am your dream dog if you are
looking for a happy, very social
guy who loves to play!
Please adopt me and learn how a “fun dog”
can make life better than you can imagine.
Check out my webpage on the Adoptable
DAWG’s section at www.dawg-rescue.org
and come visit me soon! Aaron
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Our grateful thanks to. . . Beltsville PETCO and Rockville PetSmart
for sponsoring our weekly adoption shows; and College Park Animal Hospital
and Countryside Kennels, for extraordinary care and services at reduced rates that
help DAWG dogs get well and live well until adopted. We also thank the Outer
Office in Fulton, MD for printing our newsletter.

2011 Board of Directors
President: Joan Marshall
Vice President: Moira Gingery
Secretary: Mary Lynn
Ritzenthaler
Treasurer: Joanne Goldman
Member-at-Large: Judy McClain

Best Dawg Rescue, Inc.
PO Box 34213
Bethesda, MD 20827

Check out our adoptable dogs and DAWG Tales in color at www.dawg-rescue.org
Shelter dogs need your help to get medical care and find homes through DAWG.
Please give through CFC (#51169), American Charities, TRUiST/United Way, or directly!

