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Dear Friends,
Another year is almost behind us, and a special group of dogs was saved because you join us in
advocating the “underdogs” at shelters. Oh, and a few “undercats” and birds too!
Each year, the number of DAWG dogs we take in is a reflection
of many factors, such as available foster homes, our budget, adoptions, etc. As of Thanksgiving, we have taken in 58 dogs, three of
whom arrived just as the holidays started. Sadly, the shelters are
full at holidays, for reasons as simple as “company is coming”.
(Yes, the excuses are that bad.) And then, the post-holiday gift
dogs start arriving.
As for adoptions, 55 DAWG dogs have gone home (as of this
note, written on Thanksgiving Day). The number of adoptions
is less than last year. Why? The reasons are multiple. There are
more dogs than ever in circulation, giving people many options.
We also “compete” with private rescue organizations that attract
people to their shelters with major advertising - a luxury they can
afford by resorting to volume adoptions without home visits. Additionally, the economy has undoubtedly caused people to put off
adoptions this year and perhaps more so in 2010.
While we can’t take in more than a fraction of injured and ill
dogs, we try to even the playing field for as many as possible. It’s Onyx and Teddy celebrating
DAWG’s 6th Birhday!
not their fault if, for example, they were hit by a car or an eye
injury was not treated. They are just as wonderful as dogs who are more “ready to go.” Sadly,
more and more shelters and rescues are unlikely
to “invest” in dogs with medical needs (whether
previously known or discovered after intake),
presumably because of the growing number
of homeless dogs in circulation. We NEVER,
EVER send dogs back to shelters, which is a sad
reality for dogs who “almost make it” in other
organizations, only to be returned for exceeding
that organization’s medical budget or timetable
for adoption.
Some people ask us why it takes so long
for some dogs to be adopted. The answer is:
their adopters haven’t found them yet! We have

adoption shows 52 Saturdays of the year, so we
are out there and move quickly once we think
we have a good match for a dog. It seems that
more people than ever are looking for smaller
dogs and purebred dogs. That doesn’t reduce
our resolve to save larger and mixed breed dogs
that catch our attention. Ironically, our dogs are
often just a few months older than the puppies
people say they must have because they are
trainable. So many myths to dispel!
The year 2009 was difficult in terms of
balancing intake while keeping a small reserve
for emergencies and the current dogs’ care.
We pulled it off with a lot of hard work, many
miles traveled transporting to vets and shows,
Winter 2009 • Best DAWG Rescue 1

and through the continued use of deeply discounted
services. We also minimized the use of kennels. We are
proud to report that at the close of 2009, we have three
times the number of dogs in foster homes compared
to dogs in our kennel, which is where our newest dogs
tend to go.
We celebrated our sixth birthday this year, as well
as our last DAWG Day Afternoon, to which we say
goodbye in this issue. Don’t fret! We may come up with
another, less involved event in 2010. You’re welcome to
suggest ideas.

We hope that you will support DAWG now and
throughout the year. While financial support is literally
the bottom line, volunteering, fostering, finding ways for
DAWG to obtain media opportunities, and adopting a
second dog are all ways you can continue to help DAWG
dogs. With your help, we will sail through 2010!
Sincerely,
Joan Marshall
President

What We Do Best. . .
This is how four dogs looked when they joined DAWG Rescue.

Keefer, found severely
neglected and abused in
his backyard

Howie, left for dead on a
Florida road

Flash, 20lbs under weight
when his family dropped
him off at the shelter

Cupcake, almost starved to
death in her home due to
neglect

This what they look like today because of your donations—
We were able to save their lives and give them a better future.

Please donate so more lives can be saved in 2010!
o $25 o $50 o Other: $ ______ o In (Circle one) memory or honor of: _________________________
Notification to:______________________ Address:____________________________________________
Your name:__________________________________ e-mail/phone #:____________________________
2

Best DAWG Rescue • Winter 2009

DAWG Day Afternoon 2009
Dawgs and Their Friends Having Fun!!
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SAFETY TIPS FOR CHILDREN
•_ Important Rules for Parents to Teach Their Kids
•_ Never run up to a dog, even one you know.
• Seek an adult if you see a loose dog.
• Greet a dog by first letting the dog sniff your hand, then pat under
the chin or back, not on top of the head.
• Never come from behind when a dog is sleeping or eating.
• Never scream, run around, play tug-of-war or wrestle with a dog.
• If you are on a bike and a dog approaches, stop and stand still.
Never run or continue riding.
• Never put your hands through fence openings to touch a dog, even
one you know.
• If you feel threatened by a loose dog, do not run. Do not look at the
dog and back away slowly. If a dog charges, roll up like a ball and
put your hands behind your neck.
• Children’s excited behavior can startle dogs. Attention to basic rules
can protect kids and dogs!! Never leave children or dogs unattended.
Our grateful thanks to. . . Beltsville PETCO and Rockville PetSmart for
sponsoring our weekly adoption shows; and College Park Animal Hospital, Preston
Country Club for Pets and Countryside Kennels, for extraordinary care and services
at reduced rates that help DAWG dogs get well and live well until adopted. We also
thank the Outer Office in Fulton, MD for printing our newsletter.
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Check out our adoptable dogs and DAWG Tales in color at www.dawg-rescue.org

HATE TAXES, LOVE SAVING DOGS?

Give online via Networkforgood.org through December 31 for a great tax deduction!

